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Whichever of them became the strongest \\a- recog-
nised by the rest as their head. Presently the .-lender
tie between the Empire and the Serb Heptarchy
snapped, and fresh swarms of Invaders attacked the
confederates. The Zupan of Dioclea ruled at thi-
period over a much larger region than the Monte-
negro of to-day. The village communities of the
Herzegovina on the north, and the territory of Albania
as far south as Skodra, the coveted coast-strip from
Dulcigno to Cattaro and the whole shore of the
splendid gulf to which that town gives its name, then
obeyed the master of Dioclea. His country became
known as the Principality of the Zeta, or Zenta, from
the river on which his capital was situated. Gradually
the power of the separate confederate chiefs became
greater, and the union of the confederation looser.
The Zupan of Dioclea first assumed the title of his
superior lord, and then, under the name of Ban, which
survives in the Croatia of our own time, declared him-
self free from all federate control. Obscure as is the
history of the old Illyrian province at this era, the
importance of the present Montenegro is clear even
in those misty centuries. Samuel, the famous Bul-
garian Czar, did, indeed, succeed in destroying its
capital. But Dioclea rose from its ashes, and in 1050
we find its Prince proclaiming himself King of Servia.
The celebrated Pope Hildebrand confirmed his title,
and he reigned for thirty years in his Montenegrin
capital over the undivided Serb race. His son, Bodin,
succeeded him, and even extended his dominion,
adding "lofty Bosnia" to his possessions. But discord
broke out in his familv, his descendants were unable